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Growing In Christ and Loving One Another 

Welcome to the Manuel Family! 
 Reverend Kevin’s faith journey began in the 

Roman Catholic Church, in which he was baptized and 

brought up with his four siblings, first in the Bay Area 

and later in the Sierra Nevada mountains, where his 

paternal roots go back to the Gold Rush. He 

participated in worship, catechism, and table 

discussion with his immigrant Grandmother giving him 

a strong sense of right and wrong and a Holy God.  

 In the summer before beginning college, he was 

reading a parable in Luke’s Gospel while at camp, and his eyes were open to the fact that he didn’t 

possess the moral or spiritual wherewithal to stand before such a God. Yet, at the same time, his eyes 

were opened to the God whose grace for him in Jesus Christ was abundant and allowed him to stand 

forgiven, reconciled, and embraced because of the cross.  

 As an undergrad at the University of California-Berkeley, he worshiped at First Pres Berkeley. As 

a result, he experienced a Christian community, ministry, and mission that set the trajectory for his 

spiritual and vocational pilgrimage to the present.  

 Reverend Kevin served as a Camp Counselor and, after graduation, spent a year interning at First 

Pres Berkeley to explore a call to pastoral ministry. Tina and Kevin married in 1994 and settled in 

Eugene, Oregon, for a couple of years. Then, hungry for theological education, they headed south to 

Fuller Theological Seminary, graduating in 2000. 

  His first ordained call was as a campus Pastor to UC Berkeley students, staff, and faculty. 

Interim ministry training from 2004-2006 provided skills to help congregations be missionally adaptive in 

an ever-changing world. That training has proven invaluable for service in interim ministry and all his 

pastoral ministry.  

 In 2008 he was called to Bethany Presbyterian Church in Brookline, MA, to fill the Pastor/Head of 

Staff. Then a call to First United Presbyterian Church in Cambridge, MA, in 2012 as Solo Pastor. His 

family loved being a part of a multi-ethnic (50% African American), vibrant, faithful congregation. But 

sadly, he had to resign due to intractable allergy/asthma issues in historic buildings, even after mitigations 

and renovations. He served as an interim pastor but ran into the same allergy issues from old musty built 

circa 1765, which is the norm in New England.  

 Kevin and Tina felt an immediate connection to the people on the CPC PNC when they visited in 

May, and it has been easy to envision a joyful partnership in Christ ever since. He feels drawn to the 

transitional challenges the church is facing and senses God calling him to use his gifts to seek renewed 
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worship, ministry, and mission.  

 They love the natural beauty of the place and less allergenic/asthma-friendly environs compared to 

New England! Finally, the responsiveness and initiative of the PNC, Session, Property, Finance, and others, 

to promptly complete the requisite building remediation was a huge affirmation for them. They felt like 

they were already beginning to partner in a ministry of renewal when the skilled professionals were 

brought in to investigate and mitigate. The work was faithfully moved across the finish line, and Kevin’s 

visit confirmed the open door on August 9th. Thanks be to God!! 

 Tina is a native of Indianapolis, IN, and came to faith through the ministry of Southport 

Presbyterian Church, was actively involved in their youth ministry, and even served on a PNC in high 

school. In addition, she attended UC Berkeley, where she and Kevin met through the First Pres. Berkeley 

college group (while square dancing on a winter retreat in 1990).  

 Tina has worked as an assistant dean of students (Scripps College in Claremont, CA) and director 

of children’s ministry at First Pres. Berkeley, and for the last decade as a capital campaign manager/project 

manager at the non-profit elder care organization Hebrew SeniorLife. She is passionate about children’s 

ministry, assisting with worship music via vocals and percussion, running and exercise, and reading murder 

mystery novels (a genre of which she is something of an armchair expert, having read hundreds of books 

by varied authors).  

 Mark is a senior Medicine, Health, and Society major with a Business minor at Vanderbilt 

University in Nashville, TN. He loves his Christian fellowship at Vandy (RUF - Reformed University 

Fellowship), songwriting and music production, playing spike ball and basketball, working out, and making/

drinking high-quality coffee with friends. He is actively interviewing with consulting firms while also 

exploring a graduate program in finance for next year.  

 Abby just transferred from Whitworth University to Vanderbilt University, where she is a 

sophomore studying Elementary Education and Child Studies. She is passionate about early childhood 

education and wants to eventually get a master’s degree in special education after teaching for some years. 

Abby enjoys children, is an avid and gifted runner, is always enthusiastic about doing arts and crafts with 

friends, and loves eating healthy gluten-free food (she is allergic to gluten, just like her dad). She is learning 

jiu-jitsu this fall through the student club on campus and is always sporting lots of bruises.  

 

 Let us warmly welcome Reverend Kevin and his family! 

 Carol Nelson, Joan Sheets, Lee Rondema, George Johnson, Craig Dennis and Julie St Peter 

 

Congregational Meeting Announcement from the Clerk of Session 
 

One year ago, the Pastor Nominating Committee was selected and appointed to find a new Pastor 

for Community Presbyterian Church. The Pastor Nominating Committee succeeded and now 

wants to present Reverend Kevin Manuel for consideration on December 4, 2022. Reverend Kevin 

Manuel will introduce himself, lead the service, and serve Communion. Immediately following the 

service, on December 4, 2022, the Session will call a congregational meeting to hold a vote to 

accept the candidate. Please plan on attending on December 4, 2022, to hear and confirm our new 

pastor. Encourage others to come to join in welcoming Reverend Manuel. 
 

         Steve Cross, Clerk of Session 


